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= HE Reuben, you * ſacri- 
ficed to Heroes; but held it not 
©” right to do ſo, till after their de- 
ceaſe. I will freely confeſs, that had 1 
been born an Heathen, there are few of 
the Heroes to whom I ſhould more freely 
have ſacrificed, than ta.your Lordſhip ; ſo 
55 truly do I admireg<-+fot the Proweſs of 
your arm, and the Rxtent of your Con- 
queſts, but the, greatneſs of your mind, a 
| and the exquiſite humanity of your diſpo- 
ſition-. And as, unfortunately for the 
world, your Lordſhip, has long ſince 


[| 3 choſen to be politically dead, Imight cer- 
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DEDICATION. 


tainly be allowed, in ſtrict conſiſtency | 
with che Pagan ſyſtem, to pay my devo- 


tion. But, believe me; my Lord, I have 
no ſuch Intention here, not only becauſe I 
am thoroughly conſcious of my inability, 


(though, if the higheſt reverence and 


gratitude could give any force to the pen, 
mine would ſubmit the palm to none;) 


but becauſe the attempt would be utterly 
uſeleſs ; all the world uniting to applaud 


your Lordſhip" $ od, . 
and integrity. | 4 


N 


Indeed the agua of the reſins addreſs, 


is rather 1 to gratify a little private, and may 


I not call it laudable Vanity ? Your Lord- 
ſhip was one day pleaſed to ſmile with me, 
reſpecting ſome impotent attacks in News- 
Papers,---the effuſions of Bigotry and Ma- 
levolence—on an elegant Painting in my 
Chapel ; and delivering your ſentiments 


very freely on the ſabje& of Porzxy, I 


could not help feeling a ſenſible delight in 


the reflection, that I had not long before 
| de- 


 DENICATION. 
delivered ſentiments from the Pulpit, very 


-. nearly correſponding to thoſeof your Lord- 


ſhip on the ſubject: and I determined from 
that moment to publiſh the Sermon, prin- 
cCipally on account of the pleaſing Coinci- 
| dence of opinion with your Lordſhip, but 
at the ſame time to give a ſufficient An- 
to the inſinuations of the malicious. 


* 3 own, my Lord, that ab la- 
nuations ſcarcely deſerve notice. There is 
a ſort of dirty, deſpicable een who, 
ſafe in their obſcurity, delight to offend ; 
and would wiſh to make themſelves con- 
ſpicuous, by attacking thoſe who. are 
happy in ſome degree of publick eſtima- 
. tion. The beſt way to diſappoint their 

malice, is doubtleſs to deſpiſe them : For, 
to uſe the words of one of your favourite 
writers, They are like thoſe impercep- 
tible inſets, which are diſcovered by the 
microſcope ; and cannot be made the ſub- 
ʒject of obſervation, without being magni- 

fied.” --But I beg your Lordſhip's pardon 


for 
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DEDICATION. 


r ſaying ſo much of theſe animalcules, 
and aſſure mo” "ts" I will ad ſo 1 no 


tore. ? 


2 


1 When the Alarm was ;latcly gi given, con- 


cerning the increaſe of Popery in this, 
kingdom, I thought it my duty to ſpeak 


more particularly on the ſubject, and ac- 
cordingly wrote the Sermon followin g for 


the congregation at Veſt- Ham, -a place 


ever dear, and ever regretted by me, the 
loſs of which, truly affecting to my mind, 
(for there I was uſeful, and there, I truſt, 
I was loved) nothing but your Lordſhip's 
friendſhip and connection could have 
counter-balanced. At that time Charlotte - 


Street Chapel was not opened : but as ſoon 


as I found, after it was opened, that the 
ALTAR-PIEc gave offence to ſome weak 


and bigotted minds, and that, —as if Ca- 
lumny delighted to aſſume every ſhape, — 
I was traduced as a Papi! This Sermon 
Was immediately preached there; and on 


the Converſation before - mentioned, which 
1 X | 5 I had 


/ 


DEDICAT ION. 
| I had the. pleaſure to enjoy with your 
your Lordſhip, I reſolved to give it to the 
world. Happy to do ſo, not only as I am 
thus enabled to bear my Teſtimony, how 
weak ſoever, to the Proteſtant Faith; but at 
the ſame time to proclaim an uniformity 
of thinking with a Man confeſſedly of the 
beſt head and heart: With whoſe ſenti- 
ments it is always my peculiar delight to 
agree; as it ſhall always be my unwearied 
endeavour tao transfuſe thoſe ſentiments 
into the heart of him, who, bleſſed with 
your Lordſhip's tendereſt care, will, I truſt 
amply reward your attention: Hic MAx- 
CELLUS ERIT. 


5 1 have the 13 to be, with the 83 
eſt reſpect, My Lok p, 


Your Lon DS HIP'S ever — 
ond moſt obedient * 
WILLIAM Dopp. 


Southampton-Row, 
Auguſt 30, 1368. 
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Rights of Men in general, and 
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James III. is. 5 
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Tis WISDOM DESCENDETH NOT FROM 
| ABOVE, Bur 15 FARTHLY, SENSUAL, 
DEVILISH. 5 Woo 1t - 8 


8 IH E dt 72 of. the Goſpel i is pre moſt 
| 56] _ amiable. and excellent ; St. Paul | 
calls it the Power of. God to Salvation; ; thati is, 
the powerful inſtrument in the bands of 
God, and efficacious, through Faith, to 
procure. Man's Salvation, —his preſent , and 

future Happineſs, This is certainly one of 
the ſtrongeſt recommendations, and a 
convincing. proof of the Divinity of the 
Chriſtian Religion; for all the principles 
of Reaſon aſſure us, that IT. the great 
Parent of Mankind ſhould eſtabliſh a Re- 
ligion upon Earth, it would unqueſtiona- | 
= bly conduce to the good of Mankind ; 
the only end of Religion being to pro- 
mote the Glory of God, in and by the 
8 %%% feli- 
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A PoPERY inconſiſtent with 8 
felicity of his Creatures. And whatever 
Religion does not tend to that purpoſe, 
but on the contrary, repreſents God in an 
unfavourable light, as an arbitraty Being, 
and as not conſulting the ſpiritual im- 
provement and happineſs of Men, may 
be ſafely pronounced, in the words of St. 
James, earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh. 

It is unpleaſing to remark, that no ſmall 2 
part of the Chriſtian World, through the | 
Ignorance, ſuperſtition, and pride of world- | 
ly-minded men, hath not guy fallen from 
the purity and excellence bf the Chriſti- 
an Religion; but become zealouſly bi- 
gotted to another, which ſeems to carry 
all the marks of That Falſhood 2 now 
ſpecified. 

One would have thought, after the 
Tights which the great Champions for the 
Proteſtant Cauſe have thrown upon the 
Truth, before enveloped in darkneſs and . 
error; one would have thought, after the 


numerous and unanſwerable Detections of 3 


Popiſh abſurdity ; after the long period 3 
in which civil and religious Liberty, and 
all the Bleſſings of Toleration have been 


ws ory ee of the Proteſtine BN 
Realms, and of this Kingdom i in particular; 1 


one 1 


the Natural Rights of Enghſhmen. 3 
one would have thought, after all theſe 
things, and at a Time when Science is 
conſiderably improved; when Knowledge 
of every kind remarkably abounds ; when 

Freedom of Thinking was never more 
indulged, not only in Proteſtant, but even 
in Catholic States; one would have thought, 
that after all theſe things, every appre- 
henfion from Popery was over, and that 
there was much leſs reaſon to fear an in- 
creaſe of the Roman-Catholic Faith, than 
an increaſe of Deiſm and Infidelity. 

But ſuch, it ſeems, is the caſe: The 
alarm has been given in one of our moſt 
auguſt Aſſemblies, and our ſpiritual Fa- 
thers are called upon to take heed to the 
Faith, and to admoniſh the inferior Watch- 
men to be upon their guard. In this 
ſtate of things, it certainly becomes the 
Duty of every Miniſter, at leaſt to warn 
his Flock: and though it hath always been 
my opinion, that the beſt method we can 
purſue, to preſerve our Hearers from the 
Contagion, not only of the Popiſh, but of 
every dangerous error, is to ſet forth the 
Doctrines of Chriſt in theic true and ge- 


* nuine light; is to enforce thoſe Doc- 


trines with meekneſs of Wiſdom ; is to 
5 B =: h ſhew 


_ Wi ; 
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. 1 Tortar fachen with 
ſhew tlie Truth, the Excellence, and the 
Utility of the Chriſtian Religien, as un- 


adulterated, and truly taught us in the 


pure and perfect Word of God ;—Yet, 
in compliance with the general opinion, 
ſuffer me at preſent to hold forth to your | 
view, ſome of thoſe Errors of the ChuRCH 
of Rome, which mult be ſufficient, I am 


_ perſuaded, to convince you, that the Re- 


ligion held by that Church, is not the | 


Religion taught by Jeſus Chriſt, 
It would be an endleſs taſk, f 5 em- 


ploy volumes, to detect the various Impo- 


ſitions and falſe Doctrines of Popery. 


Beſides, the Writers and Prieſts of that 


Church are become ſo expert in the Con- 
troverſy, and manage their arguments ſo 


ſubtily and plauſibly, particularly amongſt 
Proteſtants, that it is difficult to have any 
hold on them; they glide from the graſp 


with ſuch ſerpentine twinings and craft“. 


1 will therefore conſider the PoeisH RE- 


LIGION, in a more extenſive view; and 


* As 4 proof of this, the Reader is referred to a 


ſubtle Pamphlet, circulated amongſt Proteſtants, by the 


Roman-Catholics, entitled, « A Papiſt miſrepreſented, 
lt is an Abridgement from a larger 


and repreſented. 
work of GoTHER's, and needs only to be compared 


with their Creeds, Confeſſions, Miilals, &c. to ſhew 


its true nature and defign. | 3 


11 
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the Natural Rights of Engliſhmen E 


I can ſhew.---1. That it is unfriendly. 
do the Intereſts of Mankind in general; 
2. To the Intereſts of States and Govern- 

ments in particular,---And 3. to the true 
| il Happineſs of Individuals,---It will ſurely 
be no want of charity to pronounce, ** That 
this Wiſdom deſcendeth not from above, 

but is the Child of earthly, ſenſual, and 
deviliſh Deſigns; of worldly WI”: 

Avarice and Ambition.” 


I. Futt. 1 1 aver, &© That the Popiſn 
Religion is unfriendly, nay, more than un- 
friendly, is an Enemy to the beſt Rights 
and Privileges of MANEK IND.“ | 

It will be allowed, I ſuppoſe, that Free- 
dom of Inquiry and Liberty of Conſcience, 
that Toleration, civil and religious, may 
juſtly be called the chief of human Bleſ- 
ſings. We of theſe Kingdoms, who enjoy 

in perfection theſe good things, purchaſed 

F | by the noble efforts of our great, good, 

| and gallant Forefathers, can never doubt 
= of their value and importance. Dear as 
W they have coſt us in the attainment, we 

always ſhew, and juſtly ſhew, the niceſt 
1 and moſt jealous apprehenſions, when any 
3 1 of 
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6 _ Porey inconfilent with 
of theſe high Privileges ſeem likely to 


ſuffer the leaſt breach or infringement. 

What then ſhall we think of a Religi - 
gion, which totally abridges Mankind of 
theſe great Inheritances, the very Birth- 
right of their nature ?---which allows not 


to the human mind any Freedom of en- 


quiry ; but with the voice of ſtern autho- 
rity, declares, © Thus the Church believes, 
and thus You mutt believe ?”---which in- 


dulges not any Liberty to Conſcience, but 


impoſes, without Conviction, without In- 


dulgence, its Mode of Faith, and Me- 


thod of Practice? which, in conſequence 


of this ſpiritual Tyranny, impoſes a civil 
| Yoke, equally hard and imperious; and 


ſubjects mankind to arbitrary ſway, to the 
Will and Dominion of Kings, themſelves 
ſlaves to a Church truly tyrannous; for. it 
rules, not by ſalutary and well-eſtabliſhed 


Laws, but by Principles of ſervile Obedi- = 


ence, to which its Inquiſitions and Tor- 
tures are well adapted. 
In this ſingle reſpect, can any thing ap- 


pear more odious and contemptible to 


BriTons, than the Roman. Catholic Faith? 
Can it be poſſible that any Engliſhman--t the 
Subject of a Conſtitution, which is the 


Envy 


7 —— 


tlie Natural Rights of Engliſhmen. 7 
Envy of all Europe---ſhould ever embrace 
this Religion? Or can it be poſſible, that 
any Engliſiman ſhould fear or apprehend 
the increaſe and prevalence of a Religion, 
thus baneful to all thoſe Privileges, which 
characterize our Nation; wherein we ex- 
ult fo much; and which it has been 


the labour of Centuries to n and 
eſtabliſh * N 8 


II. But not only to Mankind, i in gene- 
ral, but to Governments in particular, the 
principles of the Church of Rome, are : 
equally unfriendly. 

Now, not to mention its hurt to the 
State, by the numberleſs religious ſocieties 
enjoined to lead a Life of Celibacy and 
Sloth; not to mention the ſuperiority 

_ it gives to the Church over the 
State, and the pernicious effects which 
muſt-ariſe from that improper Dominion ; 


not to mention its looſing the obligation 


of Oaths, and in conſequence, the allegi- 
ance of Subjects * ;. I would only dwell 
upon that horrid poſition of this Church, 
That Princes excommunicated or de- 
prived by the Pope, or any authority of 


* See Paſchal's Provincial Letters, 
B 4 .. me 
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the Sce of Rome, may be. depoſed 0 or mur- 
dered by their Subjects, or any other 


| whatſoever *” Indeed, there ean be no 


ſecurity to Gene where an Autho- 
rity within an Authority is allowed; 
where the Supremacy of a Pope, or any 


cccleſiaſtical Court, being acknowledged, 
Subjects may be diſpenſed from their 


Oath of Allegiance and Kings be de- 
poſed or ſet up, at the Will of a ſpiritual 
Tyrant. Such a Syſtem muſt tend to the 
confuſion of all Government, and introduce 
the moſt horrid Anarchy and Rebellion. 

It would be caſy, if it were neceſſary, 
to exemplify this Remark by a variety of 
Inſtances : But our own Hiſtory alone 
will ſupply | us with ſtriking examples. 


Who can behold, without Indignation, a 


Monarch of Britain, kneeling to the 


proud Legate of a prouder Pope, and re- 


ceiving the Crown from his hands, of 
which he had been infamouſly deprived, — 


| himſelf, and his Realms laid under an in- 


terdict, for his juſt and reaſonable oppoſi- 


tion to the aſſumed Authority of that 


Pope? f. Who can behold, without Indig- 


* See the Oath of 8 
+ See Hume's Hiſtory, chap. 2. 


nation, 


4 


tlie Natural Rights of Engliſhmen. 9 
mae a Monarch of Britain, ſlaviſhly 
walking barefoot, to the Shrine of a haugh- 

ty Subject, whoſe inſolence he had juſtly 


chaſtiſed; and ſuffering the moſt ignomi- 


nious diſgrace and puniſhment, to recon- 


cile himſelf and his Kingdoms to this 
very meek. Saint, and his holy Maſter *. 


Let not the Advocate for Popery ſay, 


that this ſpirit no longer exiſts in the 
Church of Rome: We have abundant 
and undeniable Proofs to the contrary, 


and are aſſured, that nothing but a defi- 
ciency in power renders leſs frequent the 


Anathemas and Thunders of Rome, The 


good-will of that Church and its Frater- 
nity to embroil the quiet of Kingdoms, 


to promote Aſſaſſinations, Seditions, and 


Conſpiracies, hath in very late days fully 
and amply diſcovered itſelf; and Rome is 
now bleeding under the wounds, which 
ſhe hath received in the Deſtruction· we 
hope the total Deſtruction, —of one of her 
moſt buſy and uſeful, as well as able and 


- pernicious Societies: whoſe principles and 


policy are too well known, and too gene- 


rally hated, I truft, to need mentioning ; 


og 6 Lord Lyttelton's —_ Hiſtory of Henry II. 
end Hume's n chap. 9. 


for 
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for they have been proved even from their 


own mouths *, to be contrary to every 
principle of Truth and Equity, and ſub- 
verfive of every obligation, .civil and re- 
ligious. 

Think not I overload the argument, or 
wiſh in any degree ta exaggerate or miſ- 


repreſent: On this Head, Facts, and 


ſtriking Facts are before us; To theſe, 1 


appeal; and with theſe before us, can it 
be poſlible,---let. me repeat it- that 


Engliſhmen, the darling ſons of civil and 
religious Liberty, ſhould ever again bow 
their necks to the ſervile yoke of the See. 

of Rome? That they ſhould ever ſubmit 
to thoſe Doctrines and Principles, the very 
appearance of which called forth their 
Spirits to War ; deluged their own Fields 
with Blood ; brought a CHarLEs to the 
Block, drove a puſillanimous Jamss from 
the Throne; and in the mighty Struggle 
produced that excellent Conſtitution we 
enjoy? Surely, my Brethren, it is impoſ- 


ſible to believe, that they, who could con- 


tend ſo mightily againſt divine right, paſ- 


* Sce Paſchal's Provincial Letters, ok he hath 
amply detected the pernicious ſentiments of the JesviTs, 
from their own moſt approved Writings. 

five 
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the Natural Rights of Enghſhmen. 11 
ue obedience, and hereditary ſway,--againſt 
the leaſt Abridgement of their high-prized 
| Liberties, will ever conſent to be trodden 

upon by eccleſiaſtical Authority, and put 
their Crown and King under the Yoke of 
a Church and a Pope, deemed 7fallible in- 
| deed, by their ignorant Devotees, but 
proved much more than fa/kble, proved 
earthly, ſenſual, devilſh, by a thouſand 
Facts, which the Faith of Hiſtory records, 
and for which we appeal even to their own 
Hiſtories of the Lives of their Popes. 


III. But, if unfriendly to the Intereſts 
of Mankind in general, and of States in 
particular ; how much more ſo, is the 
= Popiſh Religion to the Intereſts and Hap- 
= pineſs of Individual !---whoſe Salvation it 
greatly endangers, not only by perverting 
the Doctrines of the Goſpel, and intro- 
ducing a multiplicity of Errors, of a very 
hazardous ſort, to ſay the leaſt,---but by 
kindling and cheriſhing in the human 
= Breaſt a Spirit, which ſeems of all others 

2 moſt pots to the genuine Spirit of 


But, while Iam 1 endeavouring to detect 
thoſe Errors, and this uncharitable ſpirit, 
God forbid that I ſhould fall into the ſame 
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Evil myſelf! Be it obſerved, that I ſpeak 
not of Individuals i in the Church of Rome, 


or advance that every Papiſt muſt neceſſa- 
rily be a bad man, and in danger of for- 
feiting Salvation ! I have far different ſen- 


timents of many of that Faith, whoſe 


Lives and Converſations have been, and 


are an Honour and an Ornament to human. 
Nature. And ſurely, no man ought peremp- | 
torily to pronounce any thing reſpecting 
his fellow creatures of different Perſua- 
fions; for who can tell what allowances 
the Mercy of God will make to Educati- 
on, to prejudices, and the numberleſs miſ- 
takes of well-meaning Minds? , 
Leaving theſe therefore, where every 


man 1s ſafe, — in the hands of a merciful | a 


God; I obſerve, with reſpect to many of 
the Do&#rines of the Church of Rome, that 
as they are falſe, ſo they are dangerous, 
and may be fatal to the Salvation of Indi- 
viduals.---T will inſtance in two or three 
particulars, | 


1. The grand and diſtinguiſhing Doc- 


trine of the Chriſtian Religion is, that 
Jeſus Chriſt is the alone Interceſſor, Me- 


diator, and Redeemer of Mankind; that 
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we obtain Remiſſion of Sins, and all the 
other Benefits of his Paſſion ;---that no 

Works or deſervings of ours, however, ne- 

ceſſary to witneſs our Love, and ſhew our 

Obedience, can have any influence in this 

reſpect, or can ever be conſidered as me- 

ritorious in the Sight of God'. 

To this grand, and moſt important Po- 

ſition of the Goſpel, (upon which, as a 

Rock, Proteſtantiſm is founded) the Scheme 

of Popery is in perfect oppoſition : For 

the Romiſh Church not only admits of 
numberleſs Mediators and Interceſſors, 
the Virgin, Saints, and Angels ;---but of 
that, which derogates infinitely more from 
the Glory of Jeſus Chrift, and which, if 
poſſible, is more contrary to the Doctrine 
of the Goſpel ;—it admits of, allows, | 
nay, and glories in, the Merit of good 


Mort, their Meritoriouſneſs in the fight 


of God to procure Salvation! A Doctiine 
of all things moſt oppoſite to the whole 
Scheme of the Goſpel. Nay, and with 
an abſurdity, which, one ſhould have con- 

ceived, could ſcarce ever have entered i into - 
the heads of poor ſinful Creatures like us, 
it even boaſts of Works of Supererogation ; ; 
Works, not only ſufficient to procure a 


* Sze the 11th Article of our Church, : 
Man's 
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: Man's s own Salvation, but even to lend and 


place to the account of others! A 
Doctrine, as our Church well calls it, of 
the higheſt Arrogance and Ichpiety „ 

I dwell not particularly on their Wor- 
ſhip of Saints, Images, and the holy 
Virgin; becauſe, ſpite of all their So- 


pfhiſtry.ſpite of all the nice diſtinctions 


they attempt to make, there lives not a 
Proteſtant, I would believe, who is not 
thoroughly convinced, that the Worſhip 
of Images, however defined and diſtin- 
guiſhed, is contrary to the Goſpel, and 
not only highly diſpleaſing, but extremely | 

finful in the, Sight of God: There lives 

not a Proteſtant, I would believe, who is 
not thoroughly convinced, that, though 
all ages have agreed to call the holy 

Virgin Blefſed, yet, to ſeat her on a 
Throne of equal Power and Glory with 
her divine Son; to ſuppoſe that ſhe can 


hear Prayer, or any way influence or affect 


human Salvation, is as blaſphemous as 
falſe: as derogatory from the Honour of 
the Son, as it muſt be abominable and 


odious in the ſight of the Mother, whoſe 
_ Humility alone exalted her. 


See the 14th Article of our Church. 3 
| | But, 
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I But, I obſerve, ſecondly, that the 
ſource of theſe Errors, and indeed itſelf 


the moſt dangerous Error, is the with- 
holding from the People, and locking up 


in an unknown Tongue, thoſe . Sacred 


Scriptures, which were given by God for 
the Inſtruction and Information of Man- 
kind; and which, containing the full and 
perfect Revelation of his Will, are un- 
doubtedly the ſole and authentic Rule of 

our Faith and Practice. 
The Church of Rome, full well con- 
vinced that ſhe muſt be found extremely 
deficient, if tried by this only Rule of 
Faith, determined, as the higheſt ſtroke of 
her Policy, to withhold theſe Scriptures, 
and to ſubſtitute in their place, Councils, 
Legends, and Traditions, fraught with 
every Falſehood and Abſurdity, and to 
ſtamp them, with what their own weight 
could never give,—with the A of 
the Church, 
Hence it is, that ſhe has ſo 1 
the Reaſon, and kept in blind ſubjection 
the Conſciences of Men ;---claiming to 
herſelf, I know not what Infallibility, and 
pretending a ſuperiority and permiſſion to 
lord it over Chriſt's Heritage; when it 
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is plain ſhe neither has that infallibility, a 
nay, and is divided within herſelf where it 
14 is to be fixed; whether in the Pope alone, 
„ or in general Councils or in the Pope 
| and Councils conjointly—or where 1_nor 
can give any clear and ſufficierit Proof of 
any ſuch Superiority, as ſhe aſſumes, having | 
been delegated to her | by Chriſt, * the 
only ſupreme Head of His Church. 
Hence too it is, that in order to increaſe 
the Power and Emoluments of the Church, 
ſhe hath not only enlarged into ſever the 
number of thoſe Sacraments, which from 
Chriſt's Inſtitution appear only to have 
been two, but hath greatly corrupted the 
r of them, to the hazarding of Man's 
Salvation; with- holding, (without the 
| leaſt ſhadow or plauſibility of Proof in 
the Goſpel) the Cup from the Laity, and 
by the ſtrangeſt Deluſion, perſuading her 
Devotees even to renounce their tenſes 
with reſpect to the Bread; which, ſtrange 
to think, and . almoſt incredible She 
teaches thoſe who receive it to fancy Fleſh, 
and not Bread; and in one word, impli- 
citly to give up the mn. ee 
of their Senſs. : 
But the Doctrine of Tnifubbantietioni is 
ſo abſurd in itſelf, and has been ſo 
43 r 
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g thoroughly ridiculed and expoſed by 
Proteſtant Writers, that 1 dwell not upon 
it. Suffice it to obſerve, that all theſe 
Errors, owing their exiſtence to the art- 
ful ſecluſion of the Scriptures from the 
People in an unknown Tongue, and to 
the Impoſition of traditionary Legends, 
can certainly make no impreſſion upon 
their Minds, with whom thoſe Legends 
have no authority: to whoſe free pe- 
ruſal are offered in their Mother-Tongue : 
thoſe Scriptures, which teach us all that 
we have to know and believe, in order to 
Salvation: arid before whoſe light, all 
theſe Errors muſt vaniſh and diſappear, 
like the foul and abominable birds of 
night, before the glorious OP of 
the Morning-ſun. 

3. I mention, however, as a third 
error, hazardous to Salvation, that the 
Popiſh Faith, by its Bulls and Pardons, 
its Abſolutions and Indulgences, its Maſſes 
and Purgatory, its Abſtinences and Pe- 
nance, and other fimilar poſitions, ſeems 
to thwart, and as much as poſſible diſap- 
point that grand End of the Goſpel, which 
was ſpoken of at the beginning of this 
e namely. the Salvation of Man- 
3 kind, 


1 
0 
; 
1 
1 
114 
| 
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kind, or the preſent Improvement of hu- 


man Nature in Holineſs and Virtue, in 


order to its future Perfection and Hap- 
pineſs. 

For while a Man is afſürcd by his 
Teachers, and is inſtructed by a Church, 
which he deems infallible, that Abſolution 


from Crimes paſt, preſent and to come, 


can be granted by a Pope; while he is 


taught, that abſtaining from Fleſh on 


certain days, repeating a certain number 
of lip-uttered Petitions, Ave-Maries, and 
Pater-Nofters, in a language he does not 
underſtand ; that confefling to a Prieſt, 


and undergoing certain Penances, will be 


to him in the place of Purity and Holineſs 
of Heart; while he is taught, that Money 
can procure Maſſes, nay, even the Inter- 


ceſſion of the Saints; and what is ſtill 


more, the Deliverance of his Soul, when he 


is dead, from a State of Puniſhment : How 


is it poſſible to conceive, that under the 
influence of theſe and the like opinions, 
a Man. ſhould be ſollicitous to deny 
himſelf in the Gratification of his Luſts 
and Paſſions, to repent him fincerely for 


his paſt Tranſgreſſions, to improve his 


Soul i in true Virtue, and every holy Affec- 
| tion, 
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tion, and ſo to make himſelf meet for the 
inheritance of the Saints in light ? 
I enlarge not on theſe particulars, they 
are generally and well known; and Pro- 
teſtants are:too well inſtructed, ſurely, in 
the Truth, to believe, that any Sins can 
obtain pardon without true Repentance ; 
to believe, that any Power leſs than God, 


can forgive Sins; to believe, that any Man 
ſhall ſee that God without Holineſs ; to be- 
lieve, that ſuch a State as that of Purga- 


WM tory, exiſts any where, but in the Romiſh 


Church ; the Coffers of which, according 
to their worldly Wiſdom, it is of all things 
beſt calculated to fill. | 

The ſcandalous Sale of Indulgences 
was the firſt thing that ſtruck the ſpark of 
that light i in Luther's Mind, which ſince 
hath ſo widely diffuſed its illumination: 
and Proteſtants, undoubtedly, can never 
return to thoſe Principles in theſe enlight- 
ened Days, when the Brightneſs of the 
Goſpel, even in an Age of ten- fold Dark- 
neſs, was ſufficient to diſcover their F alſ· 
hood and Impiety v! | | 

Indulge me with your attention. a few 
moments lon ger, while I: mention one thin; 8 


* See Sleidar's Hiſtory « of the Reformation. 14 
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more, as of all others, perhaps, the greateſt 
objection to the Popiſh Religion; and that 
is, The uncharitable and perſecuting Spirit 
which it not only inſtills but cheriſhes in 
the breaſts of its Diſciples: a Spirit, of 
all others moſt contrary to that of the Goſ- 
pel; which not only inculcates, as its 
characteriſtic precept, univerſal Benevo- 


lence and Good-will to Man; but diſ- 


countenances, to the utmoſt degree, every 
appearance of Intolerance and Perſecution; 


leading men to the knowledge of Truth 


only by the gentle methods of Argument 


and Perſuaſion. 1 
Look at the great Teacher of our Reli- 1 


gion! Hear the divine Doctrines of Peace, 


Benevolence, and Love which breathe 
from his ſacred Lips! Behold him dying 


on the Croſs, out of the greatneſs of his 


Love to Man! See his immediate Fol- 

lowers and Diſciples, teaching his Doc- | 
trines, and propagating his Faith, with all 
Meekneſs and Humility ; never oppoſing 


themſelves with Perſecution and Fury to 


Mankind, but enduring patiently all the 
Fury and” Perſecution of others ; and, like 
their great Maſter, commending them- 


ſelves, and the Slad tidings they brought, 


ſolely 


k » 
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ſolely by Meekneſs and Patience, by an 
exemplary life and a ſuffering death } 
From this view, turn to that of the 
Romiſh Church : See the proud ſpiritual 
Tyrant of that Church, . iſſuing forth his 
bloody Decrees, and commanding to ex- 
tirpate by Fire and Faggot all thoſe whoſe 


Conſciences are not to be enſlaved, and 


whoſe Reaſon is ſo ſtubborn that it will 
not ſubmit without conviction ! Behold 
the Emiſſaries of that Church glowing 
with the Spirit of their Maſter, and 
eager to be ſatiated with Heretic's blood 
Oh, my Brethren ! I almoſt-tremble with 
horror while I make this Repreſentation. 
Can any thing be wanting to make us de- 
teſt the Spirit of this Religion, when we 
confider in what a view all it's Profeſſors 
behold us ? who, though agreeing to wor- 
ſhip the ſame divine Maſter, though bend- 


ing for Mercy at the ſame bleeding Croſs 


of the adorable Redeemer, though formed 
of the ſame Clay, of the ſame Feelings and 
= Infirmities with themſelves---Men, Bre- 
thren, Chriſtians; are eſteemed only a 

miſerable HerETics, doomed--efor the 
mere Error of Opinions, and perhaps for 

: invincible prejudices, —doamed to eternal] 
burnings, 


— 
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"MY and therefore fit only to be 
burned and tortured in this World; and 
F that, 
for God's Glory N 
Sovereign I the Earth, lay to thine 
Hand, and diſpel the Blackneſs of theſe 
Opinions, ſo diſgraceful to human nature: 
and rather ſuffer me to appear before thy 
Throne in the Character of a poor Indian, 
wild and untutored in his native Woods, 
than in that of a Chriſtian, profeſſing to 
ſerve Thee, by perſecuting even to the 
death, thoſe who are ſo unhappy as to 45 
ſent from im in Opinions! 4 
My Brethren---if an honeſt zeal for 4 | 
common feelings of humanity might tranſ- 
port me too much, you could forgive the 
juſt Indignation : But in this caſe, the Zeal 
is not too fervent, the painting is not too 
ſtrong. Our own Kingdom, nay, our very 
Neighbourhood®*, almoſt every adjacent 
Kingdom, Ireland, France, Germany bears W 
Atteſtation to this bloody Spirit of Popery, |} 
intolerant and perſecuting as it is. And 
ſuffer me only to mentionone particular, as | 
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5 . This Sermon was firſt W at 22 ſi-Ham near 
Stratford in Eſſex, where many Perſons ſuffered i in the | 
aye" of * — | | : 
 B 
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a Proof that this Spirit is ſtill the * 
— one inſtance of their common hatred to 
us, and our Faith. | 

Were you with your deareſt Friend; 
travelling thro' thoſe Realms, where the 
gloomy and unrelenting Dzmon of Popery 
reſides; and ſhould the ſeverity of Hea- 
ven think proper to deprive you of that 
Friend ; wouldit not chill your Soul with 


the moſt piercing anguiſh, to have a 


Grave---to have the common Rites of Se- 
pulture,—to have the charity of duſt to 
ſpread over duſt, denied you ? To be 
obliged yourſelf to ſcratch a Grave, and 
inhume the laſt Remains of the Perſon 
perhaps moſt dear to you of all upon 


Earth? 

Vet- were any of you in that ſituation, 
ſuch muſt be your caſe; a caſe too fre- 
quently, nay, and very recently * verifi- 

| N ed; 


* The Writer alludes to a particular inſtance, which 
lately happened to a much- eſteemed Friend of his. 
Dr. Young ſpeaks of this Circumſtance with a juſt 
and glowing Indignation : | 


For oh ! the cur/! ungodlineſs of zeal! 
While ſinful Fleſh relented, Spirit nurs'd 
In blind Infallibility's embrace, 

" The fainted Pirit—petcified the Breaſt ! 


' Deny'd 
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ed; and what ſhall we; what can we 
think of a Religion, which fo petrifies the 
human Breaſt, and carries its curſed zeal 


even beyond the Grave! | 

No, my Brethren ; let others think 
what they may, I deem more highly of 
my Fellow-countrymen and Proteſtants, — 

I deem more highly of that exalted Spirit 
of Humanity and Benevolence which hath 
Jo happily ſpread amongſt us, than to fear 
that aReligion of ſuch ſainted Malevolence, 
of fuch black and narrow Principles, ſhould 


Deny d the Charity of Duſt, to ſpread 
O'er Hut Ia Charity their Dogs enjoy. 
W hat could I do? hat Succour? - what Reſource? 
With pious Sacrilege, a Grave I ſtole ; he 
With impious Piety, that Grave I wrong'd ; 
Short in my Duty; Coward in my Grief! . 
More like her Murderer than Friend, I crept 
With ſoft-ſuſpended ſtep, and muffled deep 
In midnight Darkneſs, whi/per'd my laſt Sigh. 
I whiſper'd---what ſhould echo thro their Realms, 
Nor writ her Name, whoſe Tomb ſhould pierce tbe 
Skies. 
Preſumptuous Fear! How durſt! . her Foes, 
While Nature's loudeſt DiQates I obey'd? _ - 
Pardon Neceſſity, bleſt Shade !---of Grief 
And Indignation rival burſts I pour'd; 
Half-execration mingled with my Pray? r; 
Kindled at Man, while I his God adur'd ; 
Sore grudg'd the Savage-land her facred Duſt ; 
Stamp'd the curſt Soil; and, with Humanity, 
(Deny'd Nar Ye) wiſh d them all a Grave. 
NIGHT 3. 
ever 
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ever prevail among us: We value our 
Liberty too much as Men ; we. prize our 
Toleration too much as Engliſhmen; Wwe 
prize our Laws and Conſtitution too much 
as Citizens; ; and we value our Salvation 
too highly as Chriſtians, ever to hazard 
the loſs of all theſe ineſtimable Privileges, 
fora Religion, which .in return for theſe 
great and invaluable bleflings, will give 
us,—what will It give us?—let us a Mo- 
ment reflect it will open the horrid Dun- 
geons of torturing Inquiſitions; ; re- kindle 
in our Land the Flames of a Smith field, 
and lead us, in cruel and inſulting Triumph, 
thro the Streets to the Fire: A Religion, 
which will blind our Reaſon, enſlave our 
Conſciences, ſour our Tempers, and di- 
veſt us of the grand Characteriſtic of our 
Nature, univerſal Benevolence! 

No; we will bleſs God for theſe i inva- 
luable Gifts ; we will intreat him to pre- 
ſerve them to us, and to our lateſt Poſte- 
rity : and for that end We beſeech thee, 
God of Grace and Glory, more and more 
to enlighten our Reaſon, to give perfect 
Freedom to our Conſciences, to humanize 
our Tempers ; and to increaſe in us, the 
Spirit of univerſal Benevolence. That 
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ſo, ſubjeck to the authority of no o Maſter 
but Thee, we may improve and perfect 
our Nature in Holineſs and Comfort here, 
and receive the full Fruits of that i improve 
ment, in Perfection and Happineſs here- 
after, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; Amen. 


